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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statements filed on 
10/20/2008, 9/17/2008, 2/19/2008, 10/8/2004 have been considered by examiner (see 
attached PTO/SB/08). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 8, 10-11, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Plotnick et al. (US 2003/0227567) in view of Rosenberg et al. (US 
2002/0100041). 

Claim 1, Plotnick teaches an apparatus for displaying at least two modes 
(application modes) comprising an interactive application mode (internet access mode) 
and a television program mode (VOD mode) on a display device (paragraph [0016]), the 
apparatus comprising: 

• a television program signal receiver (16) (fig. 1); 

• an interactive application signal receiver (32) (fig. 1); 
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• means for switching (obtaining focus) between said television program mode and said interactive 
application mode being active (focused) in said display device (paragraph [0027]); 

Plotnick is silent regarding the apparatus comprising: 

• means to receive remote control signals from a remote control device having a mute key for 
generating a mute signal; 

• means to enable a mute-to-interactive application feature; and 

• wherein when said mute-to-interactive application feature is enabled and said television program 
mode is active in said display device, upon receipt of said mute signal, said mode switching means is 
activated causing said interactive application mode to be active in said display device. 

Rosenberg teaches the apparatus comprising: 

• means (130) to receive remote control signals from a remote control device having a mute key (i.e. 
pause key mutes sound) for generating a mute signal (paragraphs [0036], [0039]); 

• means (i.e. indicating that he would like to see pause ads) to enable a mute-to-interactive application 
feature (paragraphs [0039], [0050]); and 

• wherein when said mute-to-interactive application feature is enabled (i.e. user enabling pause ads) 
said television program mode (user watching video programming) is active in said display device, 
upon receipt of said mute signal (pause), said mode switching means is activated causing said 
interactive application mode (pause ads) to be active in said display device (paragraph [0050]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided a switching modes during a mute 
command as taught by Rosenberg to the application switching system of Plotnick to 
allow for additional programming during an inactive period (i.e. pause/mute) (paragraph 
[0050]). 
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Claim 2, Rosenberg teaches the apparatus wherein when said mute-to- 
interactive application feature is enabled (user indicating he wants to view pause ads). 

Plotnick teaches the feature of switching said interactive application mode to 
television mode, upon receipt of said mute signal (hot key) (paragraph [0027]). 

Claim 8, Plotnick teaches the apparatus wherein said interactive application 
mode is a browser mode (i.e. internet access capable programs) (paragraph [0016]). 

Claim 1 0 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 1 . 
Claim 1 1 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 2. 
Claim 17 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 8. 

4. Claims 3-5, 12-14, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Plotnick et al. (US 2003/0227567) in view of Rosenberg et al. (US 
2002/0100041), and further in view of Mabon (US 7061549). 

Claims 3-5 recites features similar to claim 1 and differ in that the key used to 
initiate a mode switch is a go-back key. 

As discussed in claim 1, Plotnick, Rosenberg teach switching between modes 
upon the receipt of a hot key command. 

Mabon teaches a go-back key (previous channel of interest key) (col. 7, lines 31- 

60). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided switching modes (of Plotnick) upon a go- 
back key (of Mabon) in place of the hot key (of Plotnick) for the added benefit of going 
back and forth between modes (col. 7, lines 31-60). 

Claim 12 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 3. 
Claim 13 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 4. 
Claim 14 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 5. 
Claim 19 is analyzed as a combination of claims 1-5. 
Claim 20 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 8. 

5. Claims 6-7, 1 5-1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Plotnick et al. (US 2003/0227567) in view of Rosenberg et al. (US 2002/0100041), 
and further in view of Miller et al. (US 2002/0194595), and further in view of (US 
Zigmond (US 6698020). 

Claim 6, Plotnick, Rosenberg together teach a system that switches applications 
upon the receipt of a mute (pause command mutes sound) command as shown in claim 
1. 

Plotnick, Rosenberg are silent regarding the apparatus further comprising: 

• means to enable a commercial skip feature in response to a commercial skip signal; 

• said remote control device having a commercial skip key for generating a commercial skip signal; 
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• upon detecting a beginning of a commercial break, said mode switching means is activated causing 
said interactive application mode to be active until either detection of an end of a commercial break or 
upon elapse of a selected period of time. 

Miller teaches the apparatus further comprising: 

• means to enable (user-enabled commands are remote control commands) a commercial skip feature 
in response to a commercial skip signal (paragraphs [0060]); 

• said remote control device having a commercial skip key for generating a commercial skip signal 
(paragraph [0005]); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided a commercial skip key as taught by Miller 
to the system of Plotnick, Rosenberg to allow users to automatically skip over 
commericals (paragraph [0005]). 

Zigmond teaches the apparatus further comprising: 

• upon detecting a beginning of a commercial break (commercial trigger), said mode switching means 
is activated causing said interactive application mode (of Plotnick) to be active until either detection 
of an end of a commercial break or upon elapse of a selected period of time (col. 8, lines 29-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided detecting of commercials breaks and 
switching as taught by Zigmond to the system of switching applications of Plotnick, 
Rosenberg, Miller to allow users to avoid watching commercials (paragraph [0005] of 
Miller). 
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Claim 7, Miller teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein said commercial skip 
feature is enabled (user-enabled commands are remote control commands) (paragraph 
[0060]). 

Zigmond teaches said apparatus is adapted to detect said beginning and said 
end of said commercial break (based on triggers) col. 8, lines 29-54). 

Claim 15 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 6. 
Claim 16 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 7. 

6. Claims 9, 18, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Plotnick et al. (US 2003/0227567) in view of Rosenberg et al. (US 2002/0100041), and 
further in view of Augenbraun et al. (US 2005/01 49981 ), and further in view of Schlack 
(US 2002/0056107). 

Claim 9, Plotnick, Rosenberg are silent regarding the apparatus further 
comprising: 

• means to enable a television during download function; 

• wherein when said browser mode is active and said television during download function is enabled, 
upon a download above a threshold time being detected, said mode switching means is activated 
causing said television program mode to be active until detection of completion of said download. 

Augenbraun teaches the apparatus further comprising: 

• means to enable a television during download function (paragraph [0016]); 
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• wherein when said browser mode is active and said television during download function is enabled, 
said mode switching means is activated causing said television program mode to be active until 
detection of completion of said download (paragraph [001 1]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided switching upon downloads as taught by 
Augenbraun to the system of Plotnick, Rosenberg to minimize the amount of time the 
user cannot watch their program (paragraph [001 1]). 

Schlack teaches a threshold time being detected (paragraph [0015]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided a threshold before activating a switch as 
taught by Schlack to the system of Plotnick, Rosenberg, Augenbraun to purposefully 
activate a switch in programming (paragraph [0015]). 

Claim 18 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 9. 
Claim 21 is analyzed as an apparatus of claim 9. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUSHFIKH ALAM whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1710. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 8:30-18:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mushfikh Alarm/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
12/30/2008 

/Annan Q Shang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2424 



